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Dictionary (http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/just)

Thesaurus (http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/just)
Translator (http://tran slate.reference.com/translate?query=just)

* More...
just Sub
QUALIFIED STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL WITH FINANCIAL AID - lg?
sLchT\'OURAG[_f 26-35 SELECT YOUR AG: | 46-55 lstLILIYOURA(JL K
18-25 [ SELECT YOUR AGE | 3645 | SFLFCT YOUR AGE: | Overss |

(http://dictionary.reference.com/wordoftheday/iist/)
j u St]_ (http://static.sfdict.com/staticrep/dictaudio/101/10123000.mp3)

[juhst] /d3ast/ 1rA Syllables Synonyms  Examples

guided by truth, reason, justice, and fairness:

"We hope to be just in our understanding of such difficult situations."

done or made according to principle; equitable; proper:
"a just reply.”

based on right; rightful; lawful:
"a just claim.”

in keeping with truth or fact; true; correct:
"a just analysis."

given or awarded rightly; deserved, as a sentence, punishment, or reward:
“"a just penalty."

in accordance with standards or requirements; proper or right:
"just proportions."

387



7. (especially in Biblical use) righteous.

8. actual, real, or genuine.

adverb
9. within a brief preceding time; but a moment before:
“The sun just came out."

10. exactiy or precisely:
"This Is just what I mean."

11. by a narrow margin; barely:
"The arrow_just missed the mark."

12. only or merely:
"He was just a clerk until he became ambitious." .
CITE (htty
13. actually; (ealty:pyeitetdgnary.reference.com/#)

"The weather is just glorious."

Idioms
14. just so, neat and tidy; carefuily arranged:
"My mother-in-law Is very fussy,; everything has to be placed just so."

Origin
le English
1;//dictionary.reference.com/browse/Middle% Latin
iglish) (http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Latin)

1325-1375

1325-75; Middle English < Latin jstus righteous, equivalent to jis law, right + -tus adj.

suffix

Synonyms
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1. upright; equitable, fair, impartial. 3. legitimate, legal. 4. accurate, exact; honest. 5.

merited, appropriate, condign, suited, apt, due.

Antonyms

1. biased. 4. untrue. 5. unjustified.

j u Stz (http://static.sfdict.com/staticrep/dictaudio/101/10123100.mp3)

[juhst] /dzast/ 1Pa syllables noun, verb (used without
object)
1. joust (http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/joust).
CITE (htty

Related fo¢hnigp://dictionary.reference.com/#)

juster, NOUN

Dictionary.com Unabridged

Based on the Random House Dictionary, ©® Random House, Inc. 2014,

Cite This Source (http://dictionary.reference.com/cite.htmi?gh=just&ia=luna)
Examples from the web for just

And all that heat is just no good for your hair.

He has no Intention of finding a job; all along, he has studied just to study.

But from there 1 just got carried away with the flow.

But getting Bili to stand up and move just a little each day could help him ward off muscle
decay.

That inspired me just to live every day as best I could.
We have just begun to see the effects of human-induced climate change.

The supposedly more reliabie Iridian eye-scanners, meanwhile, correctly verified someone's
identity just 94 percent of the time.

She's a fine girl, but I've given her just as much as she has me,

The black bean soup was a hearty and tasty rendition of the basic dish, not too thick and
with just the right kick.

It just took this strange beginning to cause It to be what it Is.

British Dictionary definitions for just
adjective (daast)
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3 4. falr or impartial in action or judgment
]ustb P Juag

6.

7.

(as collective noun; preceded by the): the just
conforming to high morai standards; honest
conslstent with justlce: a just action
rightly applied or given; deserved: a just reward
legally valid; lawful: a just inheritance
weii-founded; reasonable: just criticism

correct, accurate, or true: a just account

adverb (d3ast; unstressed) (d3zost)

8.

10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

used with&ﬁrg of have to indicate an action performed in the very recent past: I have
Just closed hen9998ictionary.reference.com/#)

at this very instant: he's just coming in to land

no more than; merely; only: just an ordinary car
exactly; preclselr: that's just what I mean

by a small margin; barely: he just got there in time
(intensifier): it's just wonderful to see you
(informal) indeed; with a vengeance: isn't it just

just about
a. at the point of starting (to do something)
b. very nearly; almost: I've just about had enough

just a moment, just a second, just a minute, an expresslon requesting the hearer
to wait or pause for a brief period of time

just now

a. a very short time ago

b. at this moment

c. (South African, informal) in a little while

just on, having reached exactly: it's just on five o'clock

just so
a. an expression of complete agreement or of unwillingness to dissent
b. arranged with precision

Derived Forms

(httg
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justly, adverb
justness, NOUN

Usage note

The use of just with exactly (it's just exactly what they want) is redundant and should be

avoided: it's exactly what they want

Word Origin

C14: from Latin Cjﬁstus righteous, from jds justice
ITE (htty

(http://dictionary.reference.com/#)

Collins English Dictionary - Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition

© William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins

Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012

Cite This Source (http://dictionary.reference.com/cite.htmi?qh=just&ia=ced2)

Word Origin and History for just

adj.

late 14c., "righteous in the eyes of God; upright, equitable, impartial; justifiable,
reasonable,” from Old French juste "just, righteous; sincere" (12c.), from Latin justus
"upright, equitable;" from jus "right," especially "legal right, law," from Old Latin jous,
perhaps literally "sacred formula,” a word peculiar to Latin (not general Italic) that originated
in the religious cults, from PIE root *yewes- "law" (cf. Avestan yaozda- "make ritually pure;"
see jurlst (/browse/jurist)). The more mundane Latin law-word /ex covered specific laws as

opposed to the body of laws. The noun meaning "righteous person or persons” Is from late
14c.

adv.

"merely, barely," 1660s, from Middle English sense of "exactly, precisely,

punctually” (c.1400), from just (/browse/just) (adj.), and paralleling the adverbial use of
French juste. Just-so story first attested 1902 in Kipling, from the expression just so "exactly
that, In that very way" (1751).

Online Etymology Dictionary, © 2010 Douglas Harper
Cite This Source (http://dictionary.reference.com/cite.html?gh=just&ia=etymon2)
Idioms and Phrases with just
]U St just a minute (/browse/just a minute)
just about (/browse/just about)
just as (/browse/just as)
just as soon (/browse/just as soon)
just deserts (/browse/just deserts)
just folks (/browse/just folks)
just for the record (/browse/just for the record)
just in case (/browse/just in case)
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AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA _
BRITANNICA COMPANY Quizzes & Games WordoftheDay | Video NewWords | = My Favorites

7| Newl!

m :| Spanish Central»

Save Popularity

just '\.r P

8 ENTRIES FOUND

21 e
justfotks

Test Your Vocahul.:r)

just-In-time
Take Our 10-Question Quiz

Spuniried Links Advertne C:m
Easy Ways To Unclog A Drain
Know how to unciog a drain? If's easier than il saunds?

.Y

Just s \jast, yust,

Definition of JUST Voouer| 8-

S archaic variant of JOUST
unlirnited

MUSIC. ;
el 7]“St ) adjective \jast

: agreeing with what Is considerad morally right or good

First: 30/days

onius. : reasonable or proper

= Full Definition of JUST
@ Get Started
J 1 a: having a basis in or conforming to fact or reason :

REASONABLE <a just but not a generous declsion>

: treating people in a way that is considered morally right

b archalc : falthful to an ariginal

c ¢ conforming to a standard of correctness : PROPER <just
proportions>

\ Google play,

2 a (1) : acting or being In conformity with what is morally
upright or good ¢ RIGHTEQUS <a just war> (2) ¢ being what
is merited : DESERVED <a just punishment>

b : legally correct : LAWFUL <just title to an estate>

— just-ly adverb
— just-ness of noun

# See just defined for English-language learners =
See just defined for kids =
Examples of JUST
= a just cause for war
= The college treated the allegation with just seriousness.

= They got their just punishment for the crime.

Origin of JUST

Middle English, from Anglo-French & Latin; Anglo-French
Juste, from Latin justus, from jus right, law; akin to Sanskrit
yos welfare

First Known Use: 14th century

Reiated to JUST

Synonyms
competent, condign, deserved, due, fair, justified
merited, right, rightful. warranted

At
Try.unlimitedimusic: |
First30/days on us:

Qv Get Started

= ’\ Google play

MORE QUI2ZES
‘"'u Name That Thing
Take our visual vocabulary quiz
Test Your Knowledge »

True or False?
A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing
Teke It Now »

Spell It
ﬁ The commonly misspeiled words quiz

N\ Hear It, Spell It »

ininstant
cash giveaways

P
WOODBINE
LVE RACRD

TOP 10 LISTS «

- Big Words on Campus

Words that spike In lookups when students
return to school

Karaoke, Chutzpah, Kerfuffle
& More
Favorite Words From Foreign Languages

$10,000

Ininstant
cash giveaways

B
WOODBINE
UVE RACY G

8TAY CONNECTED

Get Our Free Apps

| Voice Search, Favorites,
Word of the Day, and More

IPhone | iPad | Android | More

Join Us on FB & Twitter
Get the Ward of the Oay and More
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Facebook | Twitter

Antonyms }
undeserved, undue, unfair, unjust, unjustified, , v
unmerited, unwarranted i > :
[+} more '

See Synonym Discussion at fair, upright

2014 QIVIC DX

e _J['H.E"_PHL:"-
bust. crust, dust gust lust must musth, rust thrust trust

i 39:099: 0

I ’just i adverb \jast, ist, Jest also without t\ i

: to an exact degree or In an exact manner | HendaOnuriecsm  MODELFOIEREX  FSONDA |
: very recently

: at this or that exact moment or time

Full Definition of JUST }

! 1 a: EXACTLY, PRECISELY <just right>

b : very recently <the bell just rang> l

2 a: by a very small margin: BARELY <just too late> ]|

. b : IMMEDIATELY, DIRECTLY <just west of here>

| 3 a: ONLY, SIMPLY <just last year> <just be yourself>
b : QUITE, VERY <just wonderful> I’

4 : PERHAPS, POSSIBLY <it just might work>

just about |
¢ ALMOST <the work Is just about done>

& See just defined for English-fanguage fearners =

The store has fust the too! you need.
- That's just what [ expected. !

= You have to accept me just as I am.

This shirt fits just right.

« She called him a llar and told him he was just like all the
other men she'd met,

= He was just here a minute ago.

+ She had just returned when he entered,

-

+ She's just finishing a letter, and she'll be with you shortly.

1 was just going to telephone you! l
|
I arrived just In time to see him win, |

I

15th century .

t

Synonyms |
exactly, precisely, to a T, by the skin of one's teeth

Antonyms
conslderably, significantly, substantially, vastly, well

(+] more

Learn More About JUST

& Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "just”
@ Spanish Central Translation: "just™ in Spanish
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| Browse
|

* Next Word in the Dictionary: justaucorps
* Previous Word in the Dictionary: jus soli
* All Words Near: just

What made you want to look up just? Please tell us where you
|_read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).
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0 877,333 227 viarons served

[SOTTIELl  Medical | * Legal
Wihesaurus) 1 LEL
St el

1@ ThoFraeDictionary © Google © Bing
just IR

@ Word / Artie € Starts with © Ends with © Text

e Financial | + xcmwgé
dictionary | dictlonary

'ldlnmsi = Encydopcﬂla‘:l m:lypc:g;dla!

Emi_ [ l]" =
1
[71Remember Me [Login ]

e S P B 1o B s Skt Ve

just 1 41 Atsofound in: Megics]. Legel Aunyms dioms, Encydiepedia, Wikipesia

Ads by Google

Excel

adapliveinsights com
Budgeting, Foracasung &
Reporting The Global
Laader in Bl & CPM.

5-;_'n'is pge

Adverusemyent {Bad honner?
Please it ys bnow Rewgye Ads

— &

Move Beyond P

Shars: {19 B¢ Cielink CZ
just! ¥ gasy
ad)
1. Honorable and fa'rin one's deal ngs and acticns: a just rufer See Synonyms at [ar’
2. Consistent with what s moraly right, nghteous: a just cause
3. Properly due or merited. just deserts
4. Law Valid within the law; lawful just claims
5. Suitable or proper in nature, fitting: a just touch of solemnity
6. Based on fact or sound reason, well-founded" a just appraisal
adv. {jost, jTst; | 3st whan stressed)
1. Precisely, exactly” just enough salt
2. Only a moment ago He just amved
3. By a namrow marg'n, barely: just missed being hit. just caught the bus before il pulled away
4. At a little distance: just down the road
5. Merely; only. just a scratch
6. Simply; certainly: It's just beautiful’
7. Perhaps; possibly” { st may go
Idloms:
Just about
Almast, very nearly: This job is just about done
Just now
Only a moment ago
Just the same
Nevertheless

{Mddie English just e, from Old French, from Latin 1gs tus; ses yewes- in Indo-Europesan roots,)

Just'ly adv

]uu'noss n

Just? “ (i3sY)
név
Variant of joust

The Amsncan Hentage® Dictionary of the English Langusge Faurth Edisan copyright ©7900 by Haughtan Mdlin Company Updated n 2009
Publahed by Hayshion Ml Company AD rights resarved

Become a Paralegal

cdicotoge ca/ParalegaiProgram

£arn a Paralagsl Ceploma in ON Request Free
Information Now'

i

Just
a)
1.
a. fair or impartial in action or judgment
b. (as collective noun, preceded by tha): the just.
2. conforming to high moral standards, honest
3. consistent with justice: a just action.
4, rightly applied or given; deserved. 3 just reward.
§. (Law) legally valid, lawful: a just inhentance.
8. well-founded; reasanable just ¢critcism,
7. correct. accurale, or true a just accoun!

8. used with forms of have lo indicate an action performed in the very recent past { have just closed the
doar

8. at this very instani: he's just coming in to land.
10. no more than; merely, only: just an ordinary car.
11. exactly; precisely: that's just what | mean.
12. by a small margin; barely. he just got there in time.
13. (intansifier): it's just wonderful ta see you.
14, indeed; with 8 vengeance: isn' « jusl.
15. Just about

a. 8t the point of starting (to do samathing)

b. very nearly, almost: /'ve just about had enough.
16. justa justa d Just a mi an
a brief period of time
17. just now

a. a very shori ime ago

b. 81 this moment

¢. South Africanin a little while
18. Just on having reached exaclly: it's just on five o'clock.
19. just so

tng the hearer to wait or pause for

P Y

a. an expressk pli

b. aranged with precision
[C14. from Latin j@stus righteous, from jos justice]
Justly adv justness n

Usage: The use of just wth exactly (it's just exactly whal they want) is redundant and should be avoided it's
exactly what they want

G o Encish Chehgnare = Comalam and Unaboxiosd © HarparCoting Publishers 1901 1994 1698 2000 2503

g Wt ar of unwilingness to dissent

0.03 sec,

dlow: [jW (1455 Share. KW

Adveracmient {Bad banner? Flease fgl us b |

"My hookmarks |

Please |gg 19 or register to use bookmat
can also log in with Facebook, Google,
or Yahoa

ADTE(

The One Step Solution ft
your Ad Management!

n Adam Stern ¢ adamsicroveal

558PM - 13 Feb 2014

Advertsement (Bad banner? Please g i by |
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Just! (dzast)

adv
1. within a brief precedng lime, but a moment before The sun just came out
2. exaclly or precisely. That's just what | mean
3. by a namow margin; barely: just over six feet tall
4. only or merely: / was just a child Don't just sit there
5. at this momen!: The movie is just ending
6. simply: We just have to wait and see
7. quite; really; positively.
agj
8. guided by reason, ]usllce and faimess.
9. done or made g to prini| itable: a just reply
10. based on right; lawful: a jUSf cla'm
11. in keep ng with truth or fact, true, comect ajust analys's
12. given or awarded righlly; deserved: 2 just punishment
13. in accordanca with standards or requ remenis, proper or nght just proportons
14. [esp. in Biblicai use) righteous.
15. actual, real, or genuine.

[1325-75; Middle English < Latin jOstus lawful, deserved, Just, adj. derivative of jas law, right}
justly, adv
just'ness, n

Just? (d3ast)

n,vi
lowsl
Just'er, n

Random Housa Kemerman Wabslar's Cat'age Dichanary © 2010 K Dictionar es Ltd Copynght 2005 1007 1801 by Random House nc A rights
reserved

Just

You use Just to say thal somelhung happened a very short time ago. British speakers usually use the present
perfect with just. For example, they say ‘I've just amived'.

I'yg iyl bought & new house
Amencan speakers usually use the past simple instaad of saying 'I've jusl amved’, they say 'l just anived’

His wife fyst died.
1 just broke the pink bow!

Some Briish speakers also use the past smpie, but in Bntain this use Is usually regarded as incomect

Be Carofull
Don't use 'just’ with adverbs such as partly to give the meaning 'not complelely’. Don't say, for example, Fha{eb
is-ust-pariiy-dona’. You say The job is only partly done',

He was gnly pariahy successful
The bus was goty half full
Cel¥ins COBUILD English Usage © HaparColing Publishera 1902 2004 2011 2012

Thesaurus Legend: |Synonyms |Related Words | Antonyms

Ad]. 1.]ust - used especially of what Is legaly or ethically right or proper or fitting; “a just and lasting

peace®- A Lincoln; "a kind and just man®; "a just reward"; "his just Inheritance®
fair, jus! - free from favoritism or self-interest or bias or deception; conforming with established
7m;:dards or rules, "8 fair referee”; "fair deal®, "on a fair footing”; *a fair fight"; *by fair means or
ouf

Im oograblg - worthy of being honored; entitled to honor and respect; “an hanorable
man®; *led an honorabie life; *honorable service to his country”

|gighi - in conformance with justice or Iaw or morglily; "do the right thing and conlus

lm - characterized by or pr g from d standards of y or juslice,
"the...prayer of a rightaous man availeth much®- James 5:16
unjust - violating principles of justice; "unjus! punishment®; “an unjust judge®; "an unjust
accusation®

2. just - falr 1o all parties as dictated by reason and
"an equitable distribution of gifis among the children®

it of all citzens®;

Isauietis
talr, just - free from favoritism or self-interest or blas or d i ing with established
standards or rules; "a fair referee”; "fair deal®; "on a fair loohng a fa:r ﬁghl‘ “by fair means or
foul™

st - used especially ol what |s legally or ethically right or proper or fitting; "a just and lastng
peace”- A Lincoin; "a kind and just man®, "a Just reward", "his just inheritance”
|imgartial - showing lack of favoritism; “the cold neulrality of an impartial judge”
3. just - free from favoritism or seif-interest or bias or deception; conforming with established
?ol;r:dards or rules, "a fair referea®; “fair deal®; “"on a fair fooling™; "a fair fight”; "by fair means or
| l far
wsl - used especially of what is legaily or ethicaily right or proper or Gtting, “a just and lasting
| peace™- A Lincoln; "a kind and just man"; "a Just reward", “his just Inheritance®
limpariia! - showing lack of favaritism; "the cold neutrality of an impariiat judge”
sensible - showing reason or sound judgment; “a sensible cholce®; “a sensible

Iperson"
4. just - of moral excellence; “a genuinely good person®; "a just cause”, "an uprighl and respectable
man"®
Hugnght, good
- characterized by or proceeding from accepted standards of morality or justice;

“the...prayer of a righteous man avalleth much®- James 5:16

Adv. 1. just - and nothing more; "l was merely asking”; "it is simply 8 matier of ime®; *just a scralch®, *he
was only a child®; "hopes that iast bul 2 moment™

loul merly, only, simgly
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fair

fair and square

fair ball

i S PR AN E
Easy Ways To Unclog A Drain
IKnow how to unclog a drain? it's easier than it sounds’

| ‘fair 'ﬂ adjective  \'fer\
| ; agreeing with what is thought to be right or acceptable

: treating people in a way that does not favor some over
others

: not too harsh or critical

Full Definition of FAIR [ cuet|

1 : pleasing to the eye or mind especially because of fresh,
charming, or flawless quallty

2 ; superficially pleasing : SPECIOUS <she trusted his fair
promises>

3 a: CLEAN, PURE <fair sparkling water>

b : CLEAR, LEGIBLE

4 : not stormy or foul ¢ FINE <falr weather>
5 : AMPLE <a fair estate>

6 a: marked by Impartiality and honesty : free from seif-
Interest, prejudice, or favoritism <a very fair person to do
business with>

b (1) : conforming with the established rules : ALLOWED
(2) : consonant with ment or importance : DUE <a fair
share>

€ : open to legitimate pursuit, attack, or ridicule <fair game>

7 a: PROMISING, LIKELY <in a falr way to win>

b : favorable to a ship’s course <a fair wind>

B archaic: free of obstacles

9 : not dark <fair skin>

10a: sufficient but not ample : ADEQUATE <a fair
understanding of the work>

| b : moderately numerous, large, or significant <takes a fair
amount of time>

11: belng such to the utmast : UTTER <a fair treat to watch him
- New Republic>

— fair-ness noun

i See fair defined for English-language learners »
See fair defined for kids »

Examples of FAIR |

« That's a fair question, and it deserves an honest reply.

— e

« He Is known as a very fair man. i

MORE QUI22E8

w3, Name That Thing

" Take our visual vocabulary quiz
Test Your Knowledge »

True or False?
[@ A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing

Take It Now »

Spell It

D
y The commonly misspelled words quiz
LA AN Hear it, Spell It »

TOP 10 LISTS -

* Big Words on Campus

Words that spike in lookups when students
retun lo schoot

| Karaoke, Chutzpah, Kerfuffle
Il & Morc
§ Favorite Words From Forelgn Languages

. e b

8TAY CONNECTED

Get Our Free Apps

Voice Search, Favorites,
Word of the Day, and More

iPhone | iPad | Androld | More

Join Us on FB & Twitter
Get the Word of the Day and More
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« I try to be fair to my chiidren.

« He claims that the competition wasn't fair.

« It's not falr that she gets to leave early and I don't.
« 8 falr and impartia! jury

« @ bargain that is fair to everyone

« *What a bad movle!" “Be fair! Parts of it are actually pretty
funny.”

1 can't say I liked the movle, but, to be fair, parts of it are
pretty funny.

She did poorly on the test, but, to be fair, so did a lot of
other people.

*You boys not looking for any trouble, are you?" The
question was fair, Millat's Crew looked llke trouble. — Zadie
Smith, White Teeth, (2000) 2001

{+]more

|
1
1
| Origin of FAIR

Middle English fager, fair, from Old English faager; akin to Old
High German fagar beautiful

First Known Use: before 12th century

Synonyms
bright, clear, cloudless, sunny, sunshiny, unclouded

| Antonyms

bleak, cloudy, dirty, foul nasty, overcast, rainy, raw
rough, squaily, stormy, sunless tempestuous
turbulent

[+]more

| Synonym Discussion of FAIR

[ FAIR, JUST, EQUITABLE, IMPARTIAL, UNBIASED, DISPASSIONATE,
| OBJECTIVE mean free from favor toward either or any side.

[ FAIR implies a proper balance of conflicting interests <a fair
’ decision>, JUST implies an exact following of a standard of
what Is right and proper <a just settiement of territorial
claims>. EQUITABLE Implles a less rigorous standard than
JUST and usually suggests equal treatment of all concerned
<the equitable distribution of the property>. IMPARTIAL
stresses an absence of favor or prejudice <an /mpartial third
party>. UNBIASED implies even more strongly an absence of
all prejudice <your unblased opinion>. DISPASSIONATE

| suggests freedom from the influence of strong feeling and
often implies cool or even cold judgment <a dispassionate
summation of the facts>. OBJECTIVE stresses a tendency to

| vlew events or persons as apart from oneself and one's own
Interest or feelings <I can't be objective about my own
chiid>,

air, Ayr, bare, bear, Blair, blare care chair, chare dare
Dare, e'er, ere err, eyre, fare flair, flare glair, glare, hair
hare, He

[+) more

| fair %9 noun \ien

Definition of FAIR

|
|
i 1 obsolete : BEAUTY, FAIRNESS

|

2 : something that is fair or fortunate (see 1FAIR)

\ 3 archaic : WOMAN; especially : SWEETHEART

Facebook | Twitter

@QunckBooks &

N

intuif
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— for fair
3 to the greatest extent or degree : FULLY <the rush is on
for fair>

- no fair
¢ something that Is not according to the rules <that's no
fair>

Origin of FAIR

(see 'FAIR)
First Known Use: before 12th century

fair dd adverb \fer\

Definition of FAIR

1 : in 3 manner that is honest or impartial or that conforms to
rules : in a fair manner <play fair>

2 chiefly British : FAIRLY 3 <fair makes you want to cry>

Examples of FAIR
+ <we expect everyone on this basketball court to play fair>

« «<it fair takes your breath away when you find out what
properties in London are going for>

Origin of FAIR

(see 'FAIR)
First Known Use: before 12th century
Related to FAIR

Synonyms
clean, cleanly, fairly, legally

Antonyms
dirty, illegally

|+] more

‘fa.ir ] verb \fer\

Definition of FAIR

intransitive verb

| of the weather

i CLEAR
transitive verb

¢ to join so that the external surfaces blend smoothly
Origin of FAIR

(see 'FAIR)
First Known Use: 1819

fair 49 noun \fen

Definition of FAIR

l1:a gathering of buyers and sellers at a particular place and

time for trade

2 a: acompetitive exhibition usually with accompanying
entertainment and amusements <an agricultural fair>

b : an exhibition designed to acquaint prospective buyers or
the general public with a product <a book fair>

€ : an exposition that promotes the avaiiabiiity of services or
opportunities <health fairs> <job falrs>
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('3 : asale of assorted articles usually for a charitable purpose

« At night the sparkling lights, hurdy-gurdy music of the
| merry-go-round, excited children, and screams of the riders
| on the roller coaster that races overhead recall the galety of
| a carnival midway at a county falr. —Witold Rybczynski,
Atlantic, May 1993

[+]more

Middle English feire, from Anglo-French, from Medleval Latin
ferla weekday, fair, from Late Latin, festal day, from Latin
feriae (plural) holidays — more at FEAST

First Known Use: 13th century

amortize, caveat emptor, clearinghouse, divest due
diligence, emolument, green-collar, marque, overhead
| perquisite

fair noun (Concise Encyclopedia)

Temporary MARKET where buyers and sellers gather to

transact business. Fairs are held at regular intervals, generally

at the same location and time of year. An important form of
| commerce before the INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION, fairs solved the
i problem of distribution and made paossible the demanstration
of arts and crafts and the sale and BARTER of goods. They
were a fixture of the Roman Empire and medieval Europe,
where they were held at major caravan crossroads and near
religlous festivals. The rules of the fairs eventually became the
| basls of European BUSINESS LAW. Falrs began to die out as
i citles grew larger and transportation networks became more
extensive, though some continued to exist as religlous
festivals or recreational events. County, agricultural, and
livestock fairs are stili held in many countries. The TRADE FAIR
or trade show, often an International event In which exhibitors
from one Iindustry display their goods, gained popuiarity in the
20th century.

£ Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "fair”
 Spanish Central Translation: “fair” in Spanish
() Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "fair”

* Next Word In the Dictionary: fair and square
* Previous Word In the Dictionary: faipule
| * All Words Near: fair

1

What made you want ta look up fair? Please tell us where you
|_read or heard it (including the quote, If possible).
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Easy Ways To Unclog A Drain
Know how lo unclog a drain? It's easier than 1t sounds’
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| 'pro-por-tion @4 noun \pre por shan
: an amount that s a part of a whole

| : the relationship that exists between the size, number, or
| amount of two things
|

! the correct or appropriate relationship between the size,
shape, and position of the different parts of something

(3 ctor]
1 : harmonious relation of parts to each other or to the whole :
BALANCE, SYMMETRY

Full Definition of PROPORTION

2 a: proper or equai share <each did her proportion of the
work>

b : QUOTA, PERCENTAGE

3 : the reiation of one part to another or to the whole with
| respect to magnitude, quantity, or degree : RATIO

4 : SIZE, DIMENSION

5 : a statement of equality between two ratios in which the first
of the four terms divided by the second equals the third
divided by the fourth (as in 4/2=10/5) — compare EXTREME
1b, MEAN 1c

in proportion
: PROPORTIONAL 1

& See proportion defined for English-language learners =
See proportion defined for kids =

| Examples of PROPORTION
= His ears were drawn out of proportion with his head.

= The size of the window seems out of proportion with the
height of the wall.

Origin of PROPORTION

Middle English proporcion, from Anglo-French, from Latin
proportion-, proportio, from pra for + partion-, portio portion
— more at FOR

First Known Use: 14th century

Related to PROPORTION

Synonyms
balance coherence, conclanity, consonance
consonancy, orchestration, harmony, symmetry,
symphony, unity

Antonyms

.*‘
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> Big Words on Campus
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return to school
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8TAY CONNECTED

Get Our Free Apps

| Voice Search, Favoriles,
Word of the Day, and More
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asymmetry, discordance, disproportion, disunity,
imbalance, incoherence, violence

{+I1mare

Other Mathematics and Statistics Terms

abscissa, denominator, divisor, equilateral, exponent,
hypotenuse, logarithm, oblique, radii, rhomb

Rhymes with PROPORTION

abortion, apportion, contortion, distortion, extortion

‘proportion vers

pro-por-tioned | pro-por-tion-ing ¢
Definition of PROPORTION
transitive verb

1 : to adjust (a part or thing) in size relative to other parts or
things

3 to make the parts of harmonlous or symmetrical

2
3 ! APPORTION, ALLOT

First Known Use of PROPORTION

14th century

Learn More About PROPORTION
© Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "proportion”
@ Spanish Central Translation: "proportion” In Spanish
Browse

* Next Word In the Dictionary: proportionable
* Previous Word in the Dictionary: Propontic
* All Words Near: proportion

€6 Seen & Heard ¥

What made you want to look up proportion? Piease tell us where
you read or heard it (including the quote, if possibie).

Facebook | Twitter
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Word of the Day

Video  New Words

Inheritanée Lt;ans:
Probate & Trust

(866)218-2126.US & Canada,
Since 1893 A+ Rated by BBBS.

New!
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m-w.com Save  Populanty Secure)Reliable/& Fast
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JENTRIES FOUND e
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anatomically correct
Test Your Voecabulary
politically correct

Take Our 10-Quaestion Quiz

Spansoredt Links Advertue un:E Name That Thing
T . Take our visual vocabulary quiz
{ 2 Easy Ways To Unclog A Drain Tast Your Knowledge »

Inheritancel IR
' o i True or False?
. | ans: Ve 7 @ A quick quiz about stuff warth knowing
Prb__bate & l cor-rect #d verb \ko 'rekey Take It Now »
Trust : to change (something) so that It is right, true, proper, etc. Spell it
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Reliable & Fasth
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: to make (something) correct

: to mark the errors on (something that a person has
written)

: to deal with or take care of (a problem, bad situation,
| etc.) successfully

Full Definition of CORRECT [Bce| 2:1
transitive verb
1 a: to make orset right : AMEND <correct an error>

b ¢ COUNTERACT, NEUTRALIZE <correct a harmful tendency>

c: to aiter or adjust so as to bring to some standard or
_', required condition <correct a iens for spherical aberration>

2 a: to punish (as a chiid) with a view to reforming or
improving

b : to point out usually for amendment the errors or faults of
<spent the day correcting tests>

— correct-able oy adjective
— cor:rec-tor oy noun

& See correct defined for English-language learners »
See correct defined for kids =

Exampies of CORRECT

+ 1 hate it when she corrects my grammar.

Please correct your essay for punctuatlion errors,

Our teacher hasn't finished correcting our tests yet.

He corrects papers with a red pen.

We are finding ways to correct this difficuit situation.

We'li correct the probiem with the circuit as soon as

The commonly misspetied words quiz
Hear It, Spell It »

™4

>

~> FIND OUT

Big Words on Campus

¢ Words that spike in lookups when students
tetum to school

Karaoke, Chutzpah, Kerfuffle
& More
Favarile Words From Foreign Languages

possible.
amm & PRICE) FIND ADEALER) |
- These medicines are used for correcting chemical HomdsOatare.com .QL. |
imbalances in the brain. =
I STAY CONNECTED
1 Origin of CORRECT Get Our Free Apps
Vaice Search, Favuorites,
| Middle English, from Latin correctus, past participle of Word of the Day, and More
I corrigere, from com- + regere to lead straight — more at 1Phone | iPad | Android | More
| RIGHT
|
|\ First Known Use: 14th century
Join Us on FB & Twitter
Get the Word of the Day and More

403



1 Related to CORRECT

Synonyms
amend, debug, emend, rectify, red-pencil, reform,
remedy

Antonyms
excuse, pardon, spare

{+} more

| Synonym Discussion of CORRECT

CORRECT, RECTIFY, EMEND, REMEDY, REDRESS, AMEND, REFORM,
REVISE mean to make right what is wrong. CORRECT implies
taking action to remove errors, faults, deviations, defects
<correct your speliing>. RECTIFY Implies a more essential
changing to make something right, just, or properiy
controlled or directed <rectify a misguided policy>. EMEND
specificaily implies correction of a text or manuscript <emend
a text>. REMEDY Implies removing or making harmless a
cause of trouble, harm, or evil <set out to remedy the evils
of the worid>, REDRESS implies making compensation or
reparation for an unfairness, injustice, or imbalance <redress
past soclal injustices>. AMEND, REFORM, REVISE imply an
improving by making corrective changes, AMEND usuaily
suggesting slight changes <amend a law>, REFORM implying
drastic change <pians to reform the court system>, and
REVISE suggesting a careful examination of something and
the making of necessary changes <revise the schedule>,

Rhymes with CORRECT

abject advect, affect, aspect bisect, cathect, collect,
confect, connect, convect, cowi-necked, defect, deflect
deject detect, direct

[+] more

‘correct adjective

: true or accurate : agreeing with facts
: having no errors or mistakes

: proper or appropriate in a particular situation

Full Definition of CORRECT

1

2

3

4

+ conforming to an approved or conventional standard
<correct behavior>

: conforming to or agreeing with fact, logic, or known truth
<a correct response>

¢+ conforming to a set figure <enclosed the correct return
postage>

3 conforming to the strict requirements of a specific ideology
or set of beliefs or values <environmentaliy correct>
<spirituaily correct>

— cor-rect-ly ¢y adverb
- cor-rect-ness 4] noun

® See correct defined for English-language learners »

= What's the correct answer to this question?

= Her watch never telis the correct time,

= an anatomically correct drawing of the human body
» Did I give you the correct change?

= With the correct amount of water and suniight, the plant will
grow well.

Facebook | Twitter

Eam 3% interest until
November30%on:

new deposits made between
now and 'September.15%
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Origin of CORRECT

Middle English, corrected, from Latin correctus, from past
participle of corrigere

First Known Use: 1668

Related to CORRECT

Synonyms
accurate, bang on [chiefly British], dead-on, exact
good, on-target, precise, proper, right so, spot-on
true. veracious, on target, on the money

Antonyms
false, improper, inaccurate, incorrect, inexact off,
untrue, wrong

[+]more

Synonym Discussion of CORRECT

CORRECT, ACCURATE, EXACT, PRECISE, NICE, RIGHT mean

| conforming to fact, standard, or truth. CORRECT usually
implies freedom from fauit or error <correct answers>
<socially correct dress>. ACCURATE implies fidelity to fact or
truth attained by exercise of care <an accurate description>.
' EXACT stresses 3 very strict agreement with fact, standard, or
‘ truth <exact measurements>. PRECISE adds to EXACT an

| emphasis on sharpness of definition or delimitation <precise

l calibration>. NICE stresses great precision and delicacy of
[

adjustment or discrimination <makes nice distinctions>.
RIGHT is ciose to CORRECT but has a stronger positive
emphasis on conformity to fact or truth rather than mere
absence of error or fault <the right thing to do>,

| cor-rect ) transitive verb \ka-'rekt, (Medical
Dictionary)
Medical Definition of CORRECT

1

| : to alter or adjust so as to bring to some standard or
| required condition <correct a lens for spherical

l aberration>
|
|

—cor-rect-able g adjective

Learn More About CORRECT

€ Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "correct”
.' ) Spanish Central Translation: "correct” in Spanish
Browse

* Next Word In the Dictionary: correctant
* Previous Word in the Dictionary: correality
* All Words Near: correct

¢¢ Seen & Heard 9

What made you want to look up correct? Please tell us where you
read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).
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0 877,448 408 visiors servod i BeonierFopipmepmnl?
BT St " e[ Gy oo o v s T ——

correct ¥ I3 Aisofound in: Medica! Lega!, Financial, Acronyms, Igioms, Encvelopedia, Wikinedia 0.01sec.

Ads by Google {0 5000 Share: @YW B¢ Cite /tink: (0
lelts,Toefl Exam [ 4]

Prep < : _EE G!H-Lﬂﬂﬁ = €3 Adagefni
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80) b. To indicate or mark the ermors in olow. i fT 4E) Share BIWE
2. To punish for the purpose of improving or reforming - .
3. 7o , remedy, of COt a for 3
4. To adjust 50 8s to meet a required standard or condition correct the wheel alignment on a car
v inir
1. To make comrections.
2. To make adjustments, compensale. correcting for the effects of air resistance
adj

1. Free from error or fault; true or accurate

2. Conforming to standards, proper. corect behavior

> [Middle English correcten, from Latin corrigere, corc8ct-, o comect: com-, intensive pref | see
com- + regere, (o rule; see reg- in Indo-European roots ]

corract'a-ble, cor-rect’ble ady

cur-m:l'ly adv.

(F rEE) cor-ract’'ness n

cor-rec'tor n
Synonyms: correct, rectify, remady, redress, reform, revise, amend
These varbs mean to make right what is wrong. Correct refers to eliminaling laults, erars, or defects: /
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reparation: The wrong s too great fo be redressed

Reform implies broad change that Impraves form or charactar: "Let us reform owr schools, and we shall AnT El
find little reform needad in our prisons” (John Ruskin).

Revise suggests change that results from reconsideration: The author revised her manuscript for

@ publication
'ﬁ Amend Implies improvement ihrough alteration or correction. "Whenever [the peaple] shall grow weary of i
- - tha existing govemment, they can exercise their constitutional right of g i, or thew revolut o
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Apply Now. 1. to make free from errors
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3. to rebuke or punish in order to set right or improve. (o corract a child, to stand corrected
4. to counteract or rectify (a malfunction, allment, etc) these glasses will correct your sight
5. to adjust or make conform, esp to a standard

adj
6. free from error, true, accurate the comrect version
Advertbseurers (Bad banaer? 7. in conformity with accepted standards corect behaviouwr.

Flease ot y2 e R Ad [C14. from Latin cormrigere lo make straight, put in order, from com:- (Intensive) + regere to rule)
cor rectable cor'rectible adj cor'rectly adv cor rectness n cor rector n

Saliny Erotah D Comolela gnd Unabridped © HarparCoing Fubishers 1697 1094 1998 2000 2003

Google Apps for Work > >

google convappaiwork, Dm can ba ruslraung

Eﬁ-‘-tﬂy shars & wotk Iogethor in the cloud Fres 30-day That's why this company daim ths weii

is offer $400 discountio  Ingredient ma
Y their Pressura and
Disease

corwrect (ke reki)

wi
1. lo set or make right, remove the errors or faults from
2. to point gut or mark the emors in, fo corect examinal.on papers
3. to rebuke or punish in arder to improve: Don't corect your chid in pubic 3
4. to counteract the operation or effect of (something huriful or undes'rable). 1 wmd o 20*
§. to alter or adjust so as {o bring into accordance with a standard or with a required condition o m {
vi 4 g 4 Yards 12 Time PGA $10.000 Loyir
©. (of stock prices) to reverse a Irend, esp. temporarly, as after a sharp advance or dechne in previous g;}:‘:' am‘;‘"g Beach?
adj fiacin sessons: Conventional Golf Swing

7. conforming lo fact or truth; accurate Advertisement |Bad banner? Plaase it iy beun
8. in accordance with an acknowledged cr accepted standard, proper corect behavior

{1300-50, (v.) Mddie English (< Anglo-French comrecter) < Latin corractus, past participle of comrigere to make
straight =cor- gor- + figere, comb. form of regere to guide, rule, (adj.) (< French comract) < Latin)
coreract'a-ble, correcti-ble, adj
corsract’a-bil'i-ty, corract’i-billety, n
corerectingly, adv
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Yy accuracy

Definitions (5)

| General. Freedom from error (correciness), or cioseness
to truth or fact, resuiting from exercise of painstaking care
or due dihgence Accuracy depends on how the data is
collected, and is usually judged by comparing several
| measurements from the same or different sources.
2. Accounting: (1) A financial statement item is judged
accurate when all account balances inciuded in it are
comect in (a) value, (b) presentation, and (c) disciosure of
material information. (2) An account balance is judged
accurate when ali clements inciuded in it (such as assets,
costs, equities, liabilities, reserves) are correct in (n) vaive,
and (b) classification (3) A class of transactions is judged
accurate when all accaunting eveats inciuded in it are
correct in () vaiue, and (b) description.
3 Engineering: Ratio of an ervor to the range of possibie
output (full scale output) values
4 Forecasting: Degree of fit (matching) between the
predictions and thie actual data.
5 Testing: Degree of the cioseness (to actuai vaiue) by
which an instrument measures or senses the value of a

variable being measured or sensed. See aiso precision
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Accuracy and Precision:

Accuracy refers to the closeness of a measured value to a standard or known value. For example, if in
lab you obtain a weight measurement of 3.2 kg for a given substance, but the actual or known weight is
10 kg, then your measurement is not accurate. In this case, your measurement is not close to the known
value.

Precision refers to the closeness of two or more measurements to each other. Using the example above,
if you weigh a given substance five times, and get 3.2 kg each time, then your measurement is very
precise. Precision is independent of accuracy. You can be very precise but inaccurate, as described
above. You can also be accurate but imprecise.

For example, if on average, your measurements for a given substance are close to the known value, but
the measurements are far from each other, then you have accuracy without precision.

A good analogy for understanding accuracy and precision is to imagine a basketball player shooting
baskets. If the player shoots with accuracy, his aim will always take the ball close to or into the basket.
If the player shoots with precision, his aim will always take the ball to the same location which may or
may not be close to the basket. A good player will be both accurate and precise by shooting the ball the
same way each time and each time making it in the basket.
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Accuracy and Precision

They mean shghtly different things!

Accuracy

Accuracy is how close a measured value is to the actual (true) value

Precision

Precision is how close the measured values are to each other

Examples of Precision and Accuracy:

e et e

|

¥

Low Aceuracy ccurag
‘High Precision Low,Precision _‘Highj_Ereqqi-s_jgﬁ{

— b

So, if you are playing soccer and you always hit the feft goal post instead of scoring, then you are
not accurate, but you are precise!

Bias (don't let precision fool you!)

When we measure something several times and all values are close, they may all be wrong if
thereis a "Bias’

Bias is a systematic (built-in} error which makes all measurements wrong by a certain amount.

Examples of Bias
+ The scales read *1 kg* when there is nothing on them
*+ You always measure your height wearing shoes with thick soles.

» A stopwatch that takes half a second to stop when clicked

In each case all measurements are wrong by the same amount. That is bias

409



Degree of Accuracy

Accuracy depends on the instrument we are measuring with. But as a general rule:

The degree of accuracy is half a unit each side of the unit of measure

Examples:

:: When an instrument measuresin‘2's :
 anyvalue between7.and 9/is measuredias '8°

(Notice that the arrow points to the same spot, but the measured values are different!
Read more atlm:zh.&teasufm L)

v-—-vﬂ-

T

Search : Index : About : Contact :: Contribute :: Cite This Page - Privacy

Copyright @ 2013 MathsIsFun com
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Chemicool

Cooler Than Absolute Zero!

I}",—';c'\:';lc“' Custom Search ’ [ Search _]

Definition of Accuracy

The accuracy of a measurement is how close a result comes to the true value. Determining the accuracy of a
measurement usually requires calibration of the analytical method with a known standard.

Precision

Precision is the reproducibility of multiple measurements. It is usually described by the standard deviation,
standard error, or confidence interval.

Ilustration of accuracy and precision

© 1996 B.M. Tissue

good accuracy poor accuracy good accuracy

poor precision good precision good precision
Thermocouple Measurement “’
analog.com/Thermocouple-Measurement >

Get Precise Thermocouple Readings Using an ADI Reference Design.

Search the Dictionary

Copyright © 2014 chemicool.com Tools | Periodic Table | Citing Chemicool | About | Privacy | Contact
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1. Contormity to fact
2, Precision, exactness
3. The ablLty of a measurement to match the actual va ve of the quantty being measured
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accuracy ( ekjuras)

n, pl <cles
1. faithfu' measurement or representaticn of the truth, correclness pvecis{on
2. (General Physics) physics chem the degree of
physical quantity and the standard or accepted value for lhal quanilty

Ceing Enghah D © HarparColiing Pubishary 1001 1634 1008 2200 2003

ed or comp value of &

- Complals ard

acecuerascy( ek yarasi)

n, pl «<les.
1. the condit on or quaily of being true, correct, or exact; precision. exactness
2. the extent to which a given measurement agrees with the standard value {or that measurement
3. Math the degree of correctness of a quantity, expression, etc Compare i 4

[1655-65)
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Thesaurus Legend: | Synonyms [Related Words [Antonyms

Noun 1. accuracy - the qualily of being near to the true value, *he was beginning to
doubt the accuracy of his pass”; “the [awyer questioned the truth of my
account”

Hiruth
Igy_ﬂ]! - an essential and distinguishing attribute of something or someone,
“the qualily of mercy Is not strained*~Shakespeare

gxactiude, - the quality of being exact; *he demanded exactness
in all details”™; "a man of great exaclitude”
fidelity - accuracy with which an electronic system reproduces the sound or image of its input
signal
linasguracy - the quality of being inaccurate and having erors
2, accuracy - (mathematics) the number of slgnﬁcanl figures givenina
number; “the atomic clock enabl e time with much
greataer accuracy”
augily - an essential and distinguishing altnbute of somelhing or someons;
"the quality of mercy is nol strained”~Shakespeare
math mathematcs maths - a sclence (or group of related sciences)
dealing with the logic of quantity and shape and arrangement
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noun
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gccurateness The text cannot be guaranteed as o the
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exactness [inpccyracy. carelesaness. laxity. impregizion, ncomectness laxness, inexactiude.
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accuracy [ akjurast) N [of measuremen, figures, clock| — gaadlitud f; [of instument] — precigion £ [of |
branslation, copy, words, descrplion} — figetdad /. exactiud f; Jof forecasf] — o pcentade: [of aim, shofl — |
lo garero i
accuwracy is very important for a good lypist — no gomgler eores es myy imporianis para un buen |
mecandgralo i

they were impressed by the typist's accuracy — estaban impregignados por la {2ila de grigres en el {rebaio
del mecandgrato
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ac-cur-a-cy
n exactilud, precisidn, cuidado.
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Test Your Vocabulary
Take Our 10-Question Quiz

Easy Ways To Unclog A Drain
Know how lo unclog a drain? It's easter than i sounds'
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| ac-cu-ra-cy @ noun \a kys-m s, ak{a)m\

: freedom from mistake or error : the quality or state of
being accurate

: the abllity to work or perform without making mistakes

plural  ac-eurra-cies

Full Definition of ACCURACY [© ciet|
1 : freedom from mistake or error : CORRECTNESS

| 2 a: conformity to truth or to a standard or model ;
EXACTNESS

|
i b : degree of conformity of a measure to a standard or a true
| value — compare PRECISION 2a

[

2 See accuracy defined for English-language learners »
i See accuracy defined for kids =

| Examples of ACCURACY
« Each experiment Is performed twice to ensure accuracy.
+ The police questioned the accuracy of his statement.
+ He couid not say with any accuracy what he had seen.
= Several managers have tried to increase the speed and
accuracy of the workers,
First Known Use of ACCURACY

1662

Related to ACCURACY

| Synonyms

| precision, accurateness, closeness. delicacy,

i exactitude, exactness, fineness nicety, perfection
preciseness, rigor, rigorousness. ultraprecision,
veracity

Antonyms
coarseness, Impreciseness, imprecision, inaccuracy,
inexactitude, inexactness, roughness

{+)more

Learn More About ACCURACY

© Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for “accuracy"
@ Spanish Central Translation: "accuracy” in Spanish
(D Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "accuracy”
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pre-ci-slon ~ (prisizh'en)

1. The stale or quality of being precise; exaciness
2.

a.Theabityofa t to be cc y raprodi
b. The number of significant d gits to which a value has been refiably measured

1. Used or intended for accurale or exact measurement: a precision tool
2. Made so as 1o vary minimally from a set standard. precision components
3. Of or characlerized by accurate action: precision bombing

{Latin praccTs15, praecisizn-, a cutting off, from prascisus, past participle of praecjdere, to cuf
off, see precise |

The Amatican Henlage® Crctionary of the English Langusge Fourh Edition copyright 1000 by Houghton Mifin Company UUpdalad in 2000
Pubishad by Hgughion Wi Company AN rights resarved

precision (pa si3en)
n

1. the quality of being precise; accuracy
2. {Mechanical Engineering) (modifier} characlenzed by or having 8 high degree of exaciness precision
grinding: a precision instrument.

{C17: from Lalin praecisi0 8 cutting off; see precise]
pre cislonism n pre cislonist n
Colny Englah Diclinary - Complate gnd Unabrdaed © HarparTalling Publishers 199 1904 1908 2000 2003

presciesion {pr st3 en)

n

1.the slale or quality of beng precise

2. ical or scienbfic a lens ground with precision

3. slrict observance; puncfiliousness.

4. Math the degree to which the correctness of a quantity is expressed. Compare pocuracy [gaf. 3)
adf

5. of, pertaining to, or characterized by predision. pracision instruments
[1630-40, < Latin[
pra<ci'sioneal, adf

Random Houts Kemerman Webaster s Coltegs Oxcionsry © 2913 K Okborisrios Lid Copyright 2003 1907 1681 by Random House Inc A rights
resesved

Precision

(See also CORRECTNESS.)

bang on Exactly on; directly on, precisely as planned; apt or appropriate. This British slang phrase often
appears 8s bang on target, popularized by bomber lingo during World War |.

it {a play] has enough quality and sense of the theatre to suggest that before lang he wil! land one bang on
the target. {Oxford Magazine, February 27, 1358)

By extension, the phrase also describes anything which is just right, apt, or appropriate.
As a real stc tale of low life in London, it is bang on. {Spectafor, February 14, 1958)
Spot on is another British slang phrase which is used Interchangeably with bang on.
dot ona's I's and cross one's t's To be precise or meticulous down fo the last or llest detall; to paricularize
in detall so as to leave no room for doubt or uncertainty; to cite chapter and verse. This expression is said to

have sprung from the possibliity of confusing /s with ¢s if they are carelessly written withoul the respective dot
and cross The phrase has been in figurative use since the 1800s.

hit the nall on tha head To do or say the most fitting thing; to cut through extranecus details and come right to
the point; to make 8 clear, pithy stalement. This expression has been ln print since the 16th cenlury. Hitting 2
nall propery—that Is, squarely on the head —is li dto co fieclively, or to the point. On the
other hand, a bed hit which bends the nail is like rembling which fails to get to the crux of a matter.

Al least they ignorantiy hit the nail on the head, saying thal the Devil was in him (Fryke's Voyage, 1700)

Occam’s razor The maxim that unnecessary {acts or assumptions used to explain a subject must be eliminated
Wilkam of Occam, the 14th-century English scholastic philosopher known as “the Invincible Doctor,” believed
that general |deas have no ohjedzve raallly oulslde the mind {nominalism). Razor in this expression is 8
meiaphorical term for the precise, g ds which ch ize Occam's inteliectual
approach

on the button Exaclly, precisely, punctually, promptiy. on the dot, aften right on the butfon. This expression
derives from the boxing slang use of button to mean the point of the chin. Literally then, on the button indicates a
perfecily aimed punch to the chin or jaw area intended 1o knock a fighter out or at least sericusly impalr his ability
to retafiate

on the money At preasely the right time or place, right on target; often right on the money This American slang
expression appears lo refer to money placed as a bet against a certain, previously stated outcome

on the nose Pracisely; right on target; on time. On the nose is dld radio part di bing the producer's
gesture of putting his finger on his nose to signify that the program was runnlng accord ng to schedute. The
phrase Is now used especially in regard to time but can descnibe anything which is accurate, precise, or apt. On
the button |s akin to on the nose In meaning and usage, and both ere American equivalents of the Bntish
phrases bang on and spat on.
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WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

ACCURACY AND PRECISION?

| METEOROLOGIST JEFF HABY

| Accuracy is defined as, " The ability of a measurement to match the actual value of the quantity
being measured". If in reality it is 34.0 F outside and a temperature sensor reads 34.0 F, then
| than sensor is accurate.

Precision is defined as, ''(1) The ability of a measurement to be consistently reproduced" and
| "'(2) The number of significant digits to which a value has been reliably measured". 1f on

several tests the temperature sensor matches the actual temperature while the actual

temperature is held constant, then the temperature sensor is precise. By the second definition,
. the number 3.1415 is more precise than the number 3.14

An example of a sensor with BAD accuracy and BAD precision: Suppose a lab refrigerator
holds a constant temperature of 38.0 F. A temperature sensor is tested 10 times in the
refrigerator. The temperatures from the test yield the temperatures of: 39.4, 38.1, 39.3, 37.5,
[38.3,39.1,37.1,37.8, 38.8, 39.0. This distribution shows no tendency toward a particular value
(lack of precision) and does not acceptably match the actual temperature (lack of accuracy).

An example of a sensor with GOOD accuracy and BAD precision: Suppose a lab refrigerator
holds a constant temperature of 38.0 F. A temperature sensor is tested 10 times in the
refrigerator. The temperatures from the test yield the temperatures of: 37.8, 38.3, 38.1, 38.0,
| 37.6, 38.2, 38.0, 38.0, 37.4, 38.3. This distribution shows no impressive tendency toward a
particular value (lack of precision) but each value does come close to the actual temperature
| (high accuracy).

An example of a sensor with BAD accuracy and GOOD precision: Suppose a lab refrigerator
holds a constant temperature of 38.0 F. A temperature sensor is tested 10 times in the
refrigerator. The temperatures from the test yield the temperatures of : 39.2, 39.3, 39.1, 39.0,
1 39.1,39.3, 39.2,39.1, 39.2, 39.2. This distribution does show a tendency toward a particular

| value (high precision) but every measurement is well off from the actual temperature (low

| accuracy).

| An example of a sensor with GOOD accuracy and GOOD precision: Suppose a lab refrigerator

| holds a constant temperature of 38.0 F. A temperature sensor is tested 10 times in the

| refrigerator. The temperatures from the test yield the temperatures of: 38.0, 38.0, 37.8, 38.1,
38.0, 37.9, 38.0, 38.2, 38.0, 37.9. This distribution does show a tendency toward a particular
value (high precision) and is very near the actual temperature each time (high accuracy).

The goal of any meteorological instrument is to have high accuracy (sensor matching reality as

| close as possible) and to also have a high precision (being able to consistently replicate results
and to measure with as many significant digits as appropriately possible). Meteorological

i instruments, including radar, need to be calibrated in order that they sustain high accuracy
and high precision.

|

I_ The ultimate weather education website: http://w ww.theweatherprediction.com/
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